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Aesignmant la the Far But, October 1938 • July lgk ? 


2. At the end of the war la 19kZ 


It. 




the Boriet Far Seat insy to 


wv •UJjpjLAPtt Viu: 'IVOXVVX JMVV7.I 

alto rscelrtd fro® Manohuri# * as war-booty. 
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In practice all aedioal supplier were requisitioned frooi Moaoo w, although 
minor druga were produced looalxy. Supplies were ordered by- catalog 
and were furnished only according to the "nor** aet up, not according to 
what vaa really needed. On the other hand, in the event of an emergency 
(e.g. an epidemic) no norms were considered, and Whatever was needed waa 
supplied usually by air-traneport. 
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The aource of all medical supplies was Moscow except for dental labora- 
tory supplies which were obtained fro* a Farsaavod in Leningrad. Cities 
from which drugs originated were Moscow, Leningrad, Zharkov, and Sverd- 
lovsk. No medical eupplies were produced in Vladivostok, Voroshilov or 
Xhabarovsk. In fac t, nothing was produoed in the field of medical sup- 
plies in the Bast. 
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Normally an order ‘‘or medical supplies was submitted twice a year. Any 
hospitals and policlinics did not order directly from Moscow bat submit- 
ted the order to a medical army administrative department, the orders were 
then forwarded to Khabarovsk where they were filled in pert from stocks 
in the medical warehouse there, ' The- Khabarovsk warehouse then eent to 
Koeoow for more eupplies. The medical supplies warehouse in Khabarovsk 
was huge. This warehouse was located two to three kilometers sway from 
the eoeond railroad station in Khabarovsk City, (the station located in 
th. city* a outskirts). The first railroad station was located in the 
eent or of Khabarovsk. 


6 . 


Captured Japanese medloal eupplies, of Vhich a large amount came from 
Harbin, were collected at KamanlRybolov in warehouses constructed there 
during thss war. The Soviet First Army garrison received some of these 


othar garrisons# 


ax- Aaatn^DoxOY, 

] thugs war sb ousts wars] I maintained 

i Tnay vara not coAstrnotad for iiarsumant a at* imt. 
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more properly desoribed ee storage places, Soviet soldiers used to break 
into the KamenlHybolov warehouse, tie up the eentry end steel medicinal 
alcohol. There we r e also- x - r ay i nstr um ents etored at Kanenlfijbolov. 


Warehouses and hospitals in the Far lest in *id-l&7 had medloal supply 
reserves allegedly sufficient to lest for several years. An army garri- 
son of division size ha<l its own dispensary, hospital and warehouse, mils 
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w«reh<jtue wt dlvuirf into tvc tnotxoet. Or* t*tUon contein*<t xtm» for 
routin* diep^r.^inr# Tr+ other t f . .tier* w&s ih# ^r^rgenoy str^e (WL - 
*n*VTlko*novznr.yy z*pa$*} v Thi latter va® not to b* used except in em*r- 
outbreak of ^pideraicr or hostilities* This emergency atora 
had been pi*.- ^rd ir order to have supplies Ijnmedi&iely available for at 
leaat one Iti ^ in stock subject to deterioration were carefully 

checked and replaced * 


There never vat 
figr stay there* 


Tuberculosis was very common* I Wealthy climate, which was 

always subject to sudden change. Nights were always damp# Summer temper— 
atures of 50 C were experienced# Humidity in the B'xm&r was so high that 
it was difficult tc breaths <> Officers who contracted the disease received 
operative care and w^re usually sent to Central Asia (the Kirghiz* Uzbek 
or Kazakh republics), where they could spend about two months and where 
they could receive *koumiss* to drink# Later they were sent to Talta* 
Officers and their families were sent back together# Enlisted men with 
tuberculosis were demobilised# Local residents were never sent out of 
the area 0 


In order to build up physical resistance in the soldiers, they were re- 
quired to exercise every day in their underclothes, even in cold weather* 
The climate was of such severity that newcomers frem middle Asiatic areas 
frequently died from its effects# New arrivals constantly contracted 
colds although the incidence of colds decreased after a period of pro- 
longed service in the Far East# 


the weather is getting warmer in Siberia# In 19U8 Omsk 
naa a winter which was the mildest ever experienced there according to 
long-time residents# 
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j Concerning specific diseases in the Maritime Province, 

unsre was considerable malaria, and many soldiers were affected by it* 
Akrikhin tablets were employed to care for these patients P but no injections 
were ev*r employe*. No typhus was reported# In this connection, large 
black rate (not browns were so nu merous that constant anti-rat campaigns 
were necessary# ihite rats, of a size larger than labor- 

atory animals, were k*pt by some people in the Far East as pets# Mo 
typhoid outbreaks occurred* Suspicion of typhoid in one soldier in 19lii 
resulted in the prompt application of serious control measures, but the 
diagnosis was not confirmed by the hospital physicians# 
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Incidence of venereal disease was quite high, particularly after 19li?. 
because of the arrival of soldiers from Berlin and other European areas, 
ana from Manchuria# Venereal diseases also rose among the civil popula- 
tion after this time# It was not uncommon to have a 90 * incidence of 
venereal disease in some military units# Gonorrhea was principally 
involved although syphilis wee also found* No punishment w a s inflicted 
on soldiers contracting venereal diseases unless the soldier was a mem- 
ber of thf, Communist Party, in which case serious punishment resulted. 

Those who contracted VD were cared for in polyclinics# At a polyclinic 

only one doctor was available to care for hundreds of cases# Penicillin 

was very scarce in the Far East, and could only be purchased from covert 

sources* Sulfidin 4aic) was employed by the doctor* to treat VD# Sufferers 

from VD were probably not sent home* I in the immediate ^DXI HI IT 

post-war years at least 50* of the Far East f cross suffered from VD, 

but now the incidence has decreased# 
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13# 


Uu 


1*. 


16. 


Ha 


18 . 


19. 


7h# ©Bljr ether disease which requ ired special control effort* was tyrant- 
•rjr, but casts were rare, the Soviet authorities axercised consider- 
1* ««*•• *<> protect food trop i contamination. «o cholera was ever reported. 


The average Soviet sol vler had an active disinclination In submitting *e 
iiraunisaticn. Wherever possible, injections were avoided and pt„ somal ■- 
immunisation. records were falsified. Typhoid, typhus and tetanus vac* 
oires were administered in the spring* These vaccir were on hand in 
the hospitals, and the ansy got them eventually from Moscow or Khabarovsk, 
although they were not made in the latter city. | | 


Educational facilities it 

i the Far East were not of very high lev* 
5ol and a midwife efthorsl 4 n 

1* 

la feldsher eeh< 

i 




the veterinary school was in Vladivostok. How- 


Vladivostok, and this too was not on a university level, but of quite 
inferior standards. There was no such thing as an *inatitut*« in the 

Far East. 


In the Vest, no one was interested in going to the Far East to study. 
The trip usually required ten 2lt«*hour days from Moscow to Vladivostok. 


^special pass for travel to the Far East was need ed; no pass was n 


quired for the journey vest. I tha pass-requirement 

was a security measure to hide the existence of Soviet concentration 
oaaps in East Siberia, The residents were not prevented by adminis- 
trative rules from going west because the trip west was too expensive 
to permit many such journiea. Only the food was better in the Far East* 
there was nothing else to recommend it. 


Students could go to the European Soviet Union to study; however, exam- 
inations to qualify were held at the place of study. Applications wars 
mailed to the school of choice. Students then were notified to come to 
the school* Fare was paid by the student. Passing the examinations 
entitled the student to a stipend (about 100 E/morth), a free room and 
student ness facilities. Financially the student would have to support 
himself for the first year* 


Doctors for the Far East were not trained in that region but were 
ordered there from the Vest. Doctors so assigned were obliged to accept 
because th eir documents (e.g. diplomas) were sent before them. ^ 

Xt J r _ _ . • . « « ... 


\ J W VV.AV vva VA w MiO UkO |_ 

financial means thes* documents oould be bought back, but it 

would ba difficult to do so. 
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The patient usually reported to a "H ani tarnayfl 
cheat*, a dispensary available to his unit, Hera about three feldahera 
were on duty, and perhaps a "vrach« would also be available. If the 
patient needed more than superficial care ha would be given a slip 
referring him to a field hospital to ifaich he would walk, or, if unable, 
ke truifported by ambulance. In this hoepital there were specialists 
able to offer better care. However, a division hospital which waa 
staffed by a medical sanitary battalion (HedSanBat) had a better 
qualified staff than in the lower hoapitals. A military district 
hoepital, which had been built during Csarist times, was located in 
Voroshilov, It was located on the southern edge of Voroshilov, 

There were several red brick buildings. The whole area covered by the 
district hoepital was about two to three eq km. In this hospital each 
corps had its own section. Altogether, several thousand beds were 
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available for put lent©* Special sections available for JKT> 
womens* disease*, internal j&ediclna, infectious 41 a eases# It serviced 
only the Maritime Province. 


20 1 Every division had g KedganBAv. headed by a major or lieutenant colonel, 
or, rarely, a captain* The s^dlers in this battalion received some mill* 
tary training but vere priaarily specialists (medical eorpsaenwitfc spec- 
ialised training) . The MedfianBat was motorised and had no hor*e~dre*r 
equipment* It vac expected that it would withdraw along with a retreating 
divition* 

21* A field hospital was formerly stationed Jn Vhorol but only until 

Conditions here were terrible j from 60 to 80 beds* were avail- 
able f or the men although the table of fripn cel l ed f or more 

beds* | 


22 . Another medical organization was the *HMU* (*E0TA Meditainakogo UsileniyM), 
an army company specifically designed for war* time conditions* The HKU 
was rushed to an emergency area where medical specialists were imediately 
needed* The EMIT was not used by the Sed Army after the end of the war, 
except in the Far East where they were in existence as late as 19U7# 

23* The army received excellent food in the Far East before the war, but the 
quality of the food dropped during the war* The soldiers did not care 
for the food supplied* | | the Soviet kolkhozes were suffer* 

ing lrom a shortage of manpower, and although women laborers were used, 
the products of the farms suffered both in quality and quantity as a 
result of the lack of manpower 0 Pood material in the Far East included 
locally purchased meat and fish, fresh vegetables in season, or imported 
tomatoes, pickles, cabbage and other vegetables, all of which were pick- 
led when out- of* season. Potatoes were supplied locally except in dry 
seasons when they were imported from c entral Siberia* Soy beans and 
flour were obtained locally and were a constant part of the diet in the 
Far East and in Central Asia. Bread flour was imported frea Europe and 
baked in the Far East;, 


21** The water supply was supp osed to be checked for sanitary quality by a 

special med ical command* . 

Apparently the water supply ;*as no serious problem for tne 
army in the Far East* Wells were utilized by the army and by the civil* 
Ians* Pipe water was available in the hospitals and staff homes* No 
sewage facilities were available to the general population* The Array 
maintained an armed guard over its wells in Voroshilov for two reasons r 
first to prevent poisoning and second to reserve the wells for army use 
only* 


25 * 


~1 items for drug use were received 
by the pharmacy in subdivided form, (i*e. immediately ready for diepens* 
ing)$ luminal was available there in tablet form* 


26* .The medical examination received by Army prospects was performed in the 
central c ity of an oblast by the city Army Commission who drafted local 
doctors for the specific task of determining the physical fitness of 
the prospective draftees. The doctors were dismissed after this job 
was done* The examination wae comprehensive and included examination 
oi eyes, ears, blood, urine, x*ray, hemorrhoids, etc* Apparently very 
few men were rejected during wartime^ even at the present time few 
rejectees are found. Before the war many men were disqualified^ now 
those formerly rejected vere being accepted* 


oECRET/ SEC URIT I INFORMATION 

SECRET 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/20 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00060001 0202-2 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/01/20 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00060001 0202-2 


- 6 . 


secret 


| The school vu responsible only 

for teaching, and no reiearcn was carried out there* Student® vir« 
prepared for work feldshers or dental i echnicians and on graduation 
received the troy rank of junior lieutenant or lieutenant# Class work 
required three years time for completion cf requirements# Some graduate® 
could continue their studies in higher institutions, ueually in a military 
mfidical school# No veterinarians were trained at the Cask Institute 
because veterinary officer® received their training in school® apart 
frcm the medical training schools# 


Sverdlovsk, August 19u8 - February 19^0 

28 # 


J This was only a 

i service lab or a- 
i for this labora- 
is were alio 
rerdlovek# 

tory performing specific jobs for army needs# Suppliei 
tory were obtained from loca* warehouses# Medical itea 
secured from local drugstores or any local source in 


□ the work there was very 

routine* The factory was only partially in operation i 
been developed during the post-war period* It was not 
use. In 19u9 the factory invited pharmacists to seek 
it and began to accept employee® who applied for work* 

ind had apparently 
yet in complete 
employment with 



30* Penicillin and probably sulfa drugs were pro duced in the Sverdlovsk 

pharmaceutical factory# | the plant itself was some* 

• where in the center of the cityi 


31 * 


Soviet Pharmaceutical Factories 


32 . 


| Pharmaceutioals were routinely 

requested from Moscow# Speaking of factories in general, Moscow was no 
longer the exclusive center it was before the war* However, it was still 
a cultural center* The further away from this center that a factory 
was located, the more difficult it beoam® to induce competent people 
to accept positions at the factory. It is now easier to get people to 
work in areas nvay from cultural centers but still a problem for the 
Soviet administrators. Presumably this affected decentralization of ihe 
pharmaceutical industry* | 


J Workers in 

plants of the pharmaceutical type were not permitted to talk about their 
work or to nova about freely# Such workers had their passport* taken 
away , and were issued special identification papers only# These men 
were obliged to s tay near the premises of their work- installation. For 
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this reeusoq |xt ■ 
immediately employed in pharma:; 
of their existence or activity „ 


be difficult f or citizens not 
utical plants to hare any knowledge 


Blood Banks 


33. 



in the 


Far- jSastp bicod donors were encouraged during the war period, and 
there were many volunteers # Payment was tumallv ^QD rubles par dOQ ml 


of blood o 


Penicillin. 

3Ue 


in l?i*B L_ some people in Sverdlovsk had used Soviet and Amerioan 

penicillin I the American product was better than the Soviet 

material 0 | streptomycin] 

was produced in the So -/let TJrtlon | 


Medical Buppliea Warehous es 


3£* 


|f or the sake of security! warehouses would probably 
be situated at a iiatanco from tho railroad track itself 0 Travellers, 
e 0 go the Japanese; could easily have taken pictures of warehouses 
located toe close to the path of the trains# 


36 0 


37. 


warehouses} | in the Far East were of stone con- 
struction a.-!, were reasonably cool in Bummer# In winter these were 
Inspected regularly and temperatures wore maintained at a suitable 
level bv stoves or ovona,. Vaccines were kept separately! | 

| I with special attention being given to lnalntalnlng 

them at correct tamper at uras 7 [ plain rail* 

road boxcars were employed to transport medical supplies « Some eupplla e 
were transported by plane, | I 


| | the Soviet medical supply depot 

at Fucretenwalda | was a large warehouse, consisting of many build- 
ingfl, and appeared to have boon a former Gorman supply installation# 
Items Instock were mostly German drugs and equlpmoaat seized during 
the war# Apparently enough were seized to last up until the present 
time. During ' , ;’0 r h:. ti.se r. r. ’ * 1 ■ r - ; i 

Moscow as the medical supplies gradually became depleted# On© raaspn 
given by the Soviets for this requisitioning of medical supplier from 
within the Soviet Union was to demonstrate to tho Germane that the 
Soviet Union did possess ouch drugs. Another reason was that the 
Soviet physicians were used to the Soviet-made products and preferred 
to use those products familiar to them. Some Soviet medical oupplJ.ee 
arrlvod during ; o 
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